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In accordance with the Patents (Companies Re-registration) Rules 1982, if a company named 
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1980 with the same name as that with which it was registered immediately before re- 
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in this certificate and any accompanying documents shall be treated as references to the name 
with which it is so re-registered. 
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Re-registration under the Companies Act does not constitute a new legal entity but merely 
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OPTICAL CIRCUIT ENCLOSURE 

Our co-pending U.K. Patent Application No. 0209974.5 (B422 GB2), the entire 
disclosure of which is incorporated herein by reference, describes and claims an optical 
circuit enclosure enclosing at least one optical circuit or optical circuit component together 
with lengths of optical fibre which extend outwards of the enclosure for optically connecting 
5 the said enclosed circuit(s) or component(s) to an external circuit or component, the said 
enclosure comprising a tray-type container containing the said enclosed circuit(s) or 
component(s), and a tamper-evident closure member sealing the said container around the 
said enclosed circuit(s) or components) and the enclosed lengths of optical fibre. The 
tamper-evident closure member is preferably a laminar element, such as a metallised flexible 
10 sheet, sealed to the periphery of the container. Optical fibres entering and/or leaving the 
enclosure are sealed between the tamper-evident closure member and a surface of the tray- 
type container. 

By way of addition to the aforementioned application, the present invention provides 
15 a variant wherein optical fibres entering and/or leaving the enclosure are sealed between 
opposed portions of the tamper-evident closure member, instead of between the tamper- 
evident closure member and the container tray. This variant according to the present 
invention has the advantages that the location of the sealed fibre entry and exit points can 
readily be altered in the installation factory to unit particular user requirements, without re- 
20 designing the container; that the entry/exit points can be located above the container and 
wholly within its periphery, thus reducing the overall spread of the enclosure; and that the 
closure member can be more reliably sealed to the container surface in the absence of 
intervening optical fibres. 

25 Specific embodiments of the present invention will now be described by way of 

example, with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 shows optical circuitry with optical fibres leading to and from the same 
being laid between opposed portions of a flexible, metallised tamper-evident closure sheet; 

Figure 2 shows the two portions of the closure sheet sealed around the fibres; 
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Figure 3 shows the assembly after rotation of the closure sheet in the sense indicated 
by the arrows in Fig. 2; 

Figure 4 shows the assembly of Fig. 3 being brought towards the tray-type container; 
Figure 5 shows the enclosure resulting from Fig. 4; 

Figure 6 shows an alternative position of the fibre entry and exit seals achieved simply 
by altering the shape and arrangement of the closure sheet; and 

Figures 7 and 8 show the aforementioned less favourable arrangement, not according 
to the present invention, wherein the fibres are sealed between the closure sheet and the 
container surface. 
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Claims 

1) An optical circuit enclosure enclosing at least one optical circuit or optical circuit 
component together with lengths of optical fibre which extend outwards of the 
enclosure for optically connecting the said enclosed circuit(s) or component(s) to an 
external circuit or component, the said enclosure comprising: 

- a tray-type container containing the said enclosed circuit(s) or component(s); 
and 

- a tamper-evident closure member sealing the said container around the said 
enclosed circuit(s) or component(s) and the enclosed lengths of optical fibre, 
wherein optical fibres entering and/or leaving the enclosure are sealed between 
opposed portions of the tamper-evident closure member. 
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